
1954: The Tinder 
Brown v. the Board of Education 

 
• When did the decision come down from the Court? 

The court delivered the decision on May 17, 1954 
• Where were the school districts that had initiated the case? 

Kansas, South Carolina, Virginia, Delaware and Washington, D.C. originated the 
case. 
• What did the decision say? Explain the positive and negative aspects of the decision. 

The court said that separation between black children and white children creates a 
feeling of inferiority in black children and affects their “hearts and minds in a way 
unlikely ever to be undone.” It concluded that the “doctrine of ‘separate but equal’” 
has no place in public education. The negative impact was due to Brown II, which did 
not put a timetable in place for desegregation. Also, some blacks did not want to 
attend white schools, due to the risks involved. 
• Why was the court case necessary? 

The case was necessary because in the past the NAACP had only challenged the 
laws that segregated, they had not challenged the basis for segregation – the 1896 
ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson. Additionally, the state courts could not rule against 
segregation without going against the United States Supreme Court, the highest in the 
land, which had the final say. The case had to be fought at a federal level. 
• Who were the important people in the court case? Include Marshall and the Clarks in your answer.  

1) Thurgood Marshall was the chief lawyer for the NAACP and presented the case 
to the Supreme Court.  

2) Kenneth and Mamie Clark had done research into the psychological impact of 
segregation and presented their findings to the NAACP. This research helped 
prove that “separate but equal” needed to be overruled.  

3) Chief Justice Earl Warren wrote and presented the opinion of the Court, creating 
the precedent that paved the legal way for the end of segregation. 

• How was this court case different from the other legal battles the NAACP had engaged in? 
This court case was different because in the past the NAACP had simply proven that 

education offered to blacks in specific places was “either unequal or nonexistent.” This 
time the NAACP was arguing that segregation was unconstitutional and challenging 
Plessy. 
• How does the case show the power of individuals or groups to create change? 

The Brown decision created change because it meant that segregated schools were 
illegal and that all-white schools would have to admit black students. This should have 
allowed all students access to the best schools. Also, the case set a precedent that the 
NAACP and others could use to challenge other Jim Crow laws.  



 
1955: The Spark 

The Murder of Emmett Till 
 
• When did the murder occur?  

August 28, 1955 
 
• Where did the murder occur? Color Mississippi red on the map on the 1961 page. 

Money, Mississippi, a small town in the Delta. 
 
• What happened to Emmett Till? 

After Emmett whistled at, and perhaps said “Bye, baby,” to Carolyn Bryant, a few 
days passed. Then, in the middle of the night, Emmett was taken from his great uncle’s 
home. He was brutally beaten, shot in the head, and drowned in the Tallahatchie 
River.  
 
• Why wasn’t justice served in the Emmett Till murder case? 

The all white jury refused to convict the men and chose to believe that Mamie 
Till had hidden her son with family in the North. The white people of Tallahatchie 
County refused to acknowledge the racism that existed and instead acquited the two 
men, finding them not guilty, and blamed the events on a northern conspiracy.  
 
• Who were the important people involved in this tragic event? 

- Emmett Till, the 14-year-old boy from Chicago 
- Mamie Till, his mother, who chose to show his mutilated corpse at his funeral 

and forced people to acknowledge the violent racism that caused her son’s death 
- Roy Bryant, one of the murderers, who was married to the woman in the store 
- J.W. Milam, Roy’s brother-in-law, who also murdered Emmett Till 
- Moses Wright, who got on the stand and testified under the threat of death 

 
• How does the Emmett Till murder impact the people of the United States? 

People from all over the country were shocked at the violence toward Emmett 
Till that they saw when the black magazine, Jet, published the photos of his body. 
White people in the North had thought that murders like Till’s were a thing of the past. 
Black and white Americans began to send in money to the NAACP, whose 
membership soared, and more people thought that something had to be done.  
 
• Write down one memorable line from the video and explain why it is significant. 

The headline from a foreign paper that reads “the life of a Negro boy in 
Mississippi isn’t worth a whistle” captures the horror of the Till case and shows the 
conditions that black Americans had to endure. dMoses Wright’s testimony on the 
stand, in which he had the courage to stand and point to Emmett’s murderers and say 
“Thar he” stands out because of the courage Wright displayed.  



 
1955: The Flame Begins to Catch 

The Montgomery Bus Boycotts 
 

• When did the bus boycotts take place?  
The boycotts took place from December 5, 1955 until December 20, 1956. 

 

• Where is Alabama? Color it orange on the map on the 1961 page. 
 

 

• What happened in Montgomery from December 1, 1955 until the boycott ended? 
On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks got on a bus, sat in the middle, and refused to 

give her seat to a white man after the bus filled up. She was arrested. E.D. Nixon, a 
member of the NAACP, decided to use the arrest as a trigger for boycott. A boycott is 
when someone refuses to do something in order to make a change. Starting on the 5th 
of December, the entire black community of Montgomery refused to ride the buses. 
This almost put the company out of business, as the black population of Montgomery 
was approximately 50,000. However, the bus company refused to desegregate the 
buses, and it was a Supreme Court decision made in Montgomery’s black population’s 
favor (in a case filed by the NAACP) that actually desegregated the buses.  
 

• Why shouldn’t Rosa Parks be described as ‘tired’ and ‘old’? 
Rosa Parks shouldn’t be described as tired because that implies that she refused 

to give up her seat because she couldn’t be bothered to move. The reason she refused 
to give up her seat was because she was tired of the oppression and degradation that 
black Americans were forced to suffer. She shouldn’t be described as old because that 
makes her sound feeble and unable to move. Really she was 42, and chose not to 
move because she wanted to make a change. 

 

• Who were the important people involved in the boycott? 
- Rosa Parks, a seamstress and member of the NAACP 
- Martin Luther King, Jr., a minister who headed the Montgomery Improvement 

Association, which worked to organize and sustain (keep going) the boycotts 
- E.D. Nixon, who brought in the city’s black ministers to convince them to 

support the boycott 
- Thurgood Marshall, who disapproved of the direct action taken in the boycott 

and believed it was all for nothing (he didn’t appreciate how powerful the 
recognition that people have power when they band together for a cause was) 

 
• How does the Montgomery bus boycott effect the economy of Montgomery? 

The black population made up a large part of the ridership and so the bus 
company almost went out of business which would hurt the economy of the city.  

  
• Write down one memorable line from the reading and explain why it is significant. 

“My feets is tired, but my soul is rested” captures how meaningful it was for 
ordinary citizens to stand up and make a difference in the struggle for equality.  



 
1957: Little Rock Is Burning 

The Little Rock Nine 
 
• When did the legal battle to integrate Little Rock Central High School (LRCHS) begin?  

The battle to integrate the school began with the victory of Brown v. Board of 
Education on May 17, 1954. 
 

• Where is Arkansas? Color it yellow on the map on the 1961 page. 
 
 

• What is Melba talking about when she says that “it felt as though we always had a white foot pressed against 
the back of our necks”? (7) Give specific examples of the “white foot.” 

Melba is talking about how segregation creates a second class of citizen who is 
never able to be equal or free because the “white foot” is always making it hard to get 
up off the ground. Some examples of the white foot in Warriors include the nurse who 
didn’t want to “coddle” baby Melba and almost caused her death, the way that she 
was unable to go on the merry-go-round even though she had collected her pennies, 
and the way that they were treated in the store. 

 
• Why are the nine students willing to make such extraordinary sacrifices to attend LRCHS? 

One of the reasons that they were willing to make the sacrifices was the 
academic opportunity offered by LRCHS. Another is the building itself, that stands as a 
symbol of everything they’ve been denied. Another is that many of them believed that 
if white people just got the chance to know them they would stop believing that black 
Americans are inferior to whites.  
 

• Who were the leading political figures involved in the integration? Explain at least two and tell their role the 
integration. 
- Orval Faubus was the governor of Arkansas who used the national guard to stop 

the nine students from entering LRCHS 
- Dwight D. Eisenhower was the president of the United States who sent in the 

101st Airborne Division to enforce the federal order to integrate the school and 
support the Brown decision 

- Daisy Bates was the head of the Arkansas chapter of the NAACP and she and her 
husband led the charge to integrate LRCHS 

• How does the battle to integrate LRCHS illustrate the struggle between state and federal government? Support 
your answer with quotes from the book. 

Federalism is the division of power between state and federal government. 
Faubus and Eisenhower (state and federal) wanted different things. “Ike says he will use 
law, tells Faubus: Cooperate with us” read one headline at the time showing the 
struggle.  
 

• Do you believe the integration of LRCHS was a success? Answer the question with a quote from the text.  
Because it laid the groundwork for other students to integrate, I believe it was a 

success. “A black teenager… emerges… ‘president of the study body’” 



 

1960: Grass Roots Add Fuel to the Fire 
Sit-Ins 

 
• When did the Sit-Ins begin?  

They began on February 1, 1960. 
 

• Where did the Sit-Ins begin? In what city? Shade North Carolina green on the 1961 map. 
The Sit-Ins began in Greensboro, North Carolina. 
 

• What happened during the Sit-Ins? 
The sit-ins are an example of civil disobedience in which people intentionally 

break a law in a peaceful fashion in order to protest that law. During the sit-ins, 
students and others in 125 cities across nine states went to lunch counters and sat. 
Many were arrested, as Jim Crow laws forbade them sitting at those counters. Often 
those sitting at the counters were screamed at, roughed up, and had things thrown at 
them.  

 

• Why are the Sit-Ins known as a “grass-roots” movement? (Use the dictionary.) 
A grassroots movement is one that starts from ordinary, everyday people getting 

together to create a change. It is organized by ordinary people, not leaders or 
politicians. The sit-ins are grassroots because they were started by four students at 
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical school who decided they had had enough. 

 

• Who were the leading people involved in the Sit-Ins? 
The leading people were Franklin McCain, Ezell Blair, David Richmond and 

Joseph McNeil. However, there weren’t any real leaders, because as a grassroots 
movement, it was conducted by students all over the country. Eventually Fred 
Shuttleworth convinced Martin Luther King, Jr. to get involved in the sit-ins and he was 
arrested. His arrest led to John F. Kennedy’s phone call to Coretta Scott King, a phone 
call which might have won Kennedy the 1960 presidential election.  

 

• How do the Sit-Ins demonstrate civil disobedience? 
The sit-ins are an example of civil disobedience because by sitting at the lunch 

counter the students intentionally broke a law that they thought was unjust in a non-
violent way. That is the definition of civil disobedience.  

 

• If you had to chose to join either SNCC or the SCLC, which would you join and why? 
The author makes the SCLC sound like a bunch of preachers sitting around doing 

nothing, whereas SNCC is made up of students that go and make decisions together to 
try to create change. I don’t know enough about the SCLC. 

 
 



1961: Fire to Fight Fire 
The Freedom Rides 

 
• When did the freedom rides begin?  

The freedom rides began on May 4, 1961, though they were pretty uneventful 
until they reached Alabama. 
 

• Where did the freedom riders travel? Shade the states in which freedom rides took place.  

 
• What happened to the freedom riders? 

The first bus was met with 50 carloads of locals who drove the riders out of 
Anniston, AL, and attacked the bus after a slashed tire forced the bus to stop. An 
undercover state policemen firing his weapon stopped the violence and allowed the 
injured passengers to be taken to a hospital. The second bus made it to Birmingham, 
where they were attacked by the KKK, armed with bats, lead pipes and soda bottles.  
 

• Why were they riding across the South? 
They were riding across the South to cause a crisis that would bring the federal 

government’s attention to the fact that the desegregation order about bus terminals was 
not being enforced.  
 

• Who organized the violence that met the freedom riders? 
The violence was organized by the KKK and unofficially approved by the police.  

 

• How do the freedom rides illustrate the conflict between state and federal government? 
The federal government and the state government were at odds over the freedom 

riders. When Kennedy, embarrassed by the photos of burned out buses and brutalized 
whites and blacks, called the governor of Alabama, Patterson refused to help the riders. 
Later, when King and others were trapped in a church in Montgomery, Kennedy told 
the governor to assist the civil rights advocates or face the might of the United States 
Army. Patterson sent help to the church.  

 



1963: The Fires of Freedom Burn 
Bombingham 

 
• When did each of the following take place? 

The Children’s Marches: May, 1963 (2nd/3rd were considered D-Day/Double D-Day) 
The forced integration of University of Alabama: June 11, 1963 
The Second Emancipation Proclamation: June 11, 1963 
The murder of Medgar Evers: June 11, 1963 
The bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church: September 15, 1963 

 

• Where is Alabama? Highlight it on the map on the previous page.  
 

• What happened in each of the following moments: 
 
The Children’s Marches:  

The SCLC wanted Birmingham to desegregate its businesses and wanted to bring 
attention to the city. They organized a march in which children would protest 
segregation and violate an order that had been issued to stop them from marching. The 
police turned fire hoses and police dogs on the children, and many in the United States 
and the world were shocked to see violence perpetrated toward children. The tv 
footage that aired prompted Kennedy to send a representative down to create a 
settlement between the segregationists and the SCLC. 

 

 
The forced integration of University of Alabama:  

The new governor of Alabama, George Wallace, had promised that the 
University of Alabama would not be desegregated. This set him directly at odds with 
Kennedy and his deputy attorney general, Katzenbach. In order to avoid a violent 
confrontation and the rioting that had occurred the year before at Ole Miss, Kennedy 
federalized the national guard and the guard forced Wallace to step aside and allow 
the school to be desegregated.  

 

 
The Second Emancipation Proclamation:  

Kennedy announced on national television a new plan to deal with the crises of 
segregation in the South. Instead of addressing each problem and using manpower that 
he could use elsewhere, Kennedy decided to put in place legislation that would outlaw 
segregation completely. 

 

 
The murder of Medgar Evers:  

Evers was shot in the back in his driveway the night of Kennedy’s speech. His 
murderer wasn’t brought to justice until 1994.  

 

 
The bombing of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church:  



Four girls were murdered when a bomb went off in the basement of the 16th 
Street Baptist Church. Their murderers weren’t charged until much later, some as late 
as 2002. 

 
• Why was Birmingham such an important city? 

One reason that Birmingham was an important city because it was considered 
one of the most highly segregated cities in America. Additionally, Birmingham had 
earned the nickname “Bombingham” because from 1947 until early 1963 there had 
been more than 30 bombings of African American homes and churches. Fred 
Shuttlesworth believed that Birmingham was the city that indicated how the South 
would go, and if the SCLC could change Birmingham, other cities would follow.  

 
• Who are each of the following people and what is their role in Birmingham in 1963? 

 
John F. Kennedy: Kennedy was the President of the United States and he was the one 
that sent down the head of the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Unit after the 
children marching were hosed down and attacked by dogs. 
 
George Wallace: Wallace was the Governor of Alabama who had run on a segregationist 
platform after being a moderate in earlier elections. He had little to do with 
Birmingham though he didn’t stop any violence there.  
 
Martin Luther King, Jr.: King was convinced by Shuttlesworth that Birmingham was a city 
worth focusing on. However, he didn’t have the support of the people until he got 
himself arrested. While he was in jail, one of his young workers was inspired to 
have school-aged children protest. The success of these marches (because of the 
violence against the children) is often called the “children’s miracle.” 
 
Eugene “Bull” Connor: Connor was the commissioner of police who ordered the police to 
bring in the dogs. He also had an unofficial friendship with the Ku Klux Klan, and 
turned a blind eye to their violence. 
 
Fred Shuttlesworth: Shuttlesworth was the “maverick” within the SCLC who believed 
that a crisis in Birmingham could shape the future of the struggle for equality.  
 

• How did the deaths of Denise McNair, Cynthia Wesley, Carole Robertson, and Addie Mae Collins galvanize 
Americans? Support your answer with historical events from the reading and the film. Your events could be 
from years after 1963. 

The death of these four little girls shocked the nation and shamed people that 
had not supported Kennedy’s legislation to put an end to segregation. (People were 
further shamed or prompted to action when Kennedy was assassinated two months 
later.) Additionally, the murders of these girls mobilized people to support the 
movement that had not done so before and prompted even more mass action, events 
like Mississippi Freedom Summer in 1964 and the marches from Selma to Montgomery 
in 1965. 



1964: Mississippi is Burning 
Freedom Summer 

 
• When did the denial of black Americans’ right to vote become widespread in the South?  

The denial of black American’s right to vote became widespread when 
Reconstruction ended in 1877 with the withdrawal of federal troops from the South. 
Southern states implemented poll taxes, literacy tests and other measures to deny 
blacks their right. 
• Where did the workers during freedom summer come from? 

SNCC recruited hundreds of white workers from northern colleges to register 
voters, open community centers with medical care and legal aid, and create freedom 
schools to educate children and voters. 
• What happened to Michael Schwerner, Andrew Goodman, and James Chaney? 

Goodman, Chaney and Schwerner went to Philadelphia, Mississippi, to lend 
support after the Ku Klux Klan had burned a church. As they were driving out of 
Philadelphia, they were pulled over by the police and taken to the Philadelphia jail. 
They were released at 10 pm, driven to the woods by the deputy sheriff, handed over 
to the Klansmen, and shot to death. Their bodies were buried in a dam on a local farm. 
• Why was Freedom Summer necessary?  

Freedom Summer was necessary because the nation was not paying attention to 
the widespread discrimination and voter suppression in Mississippi. Moses wanted to 
bring wealthier whites in to the south knowing that if harm came to them, the federal 
government and the press would pay attention.  
• Who were the perpetrators of the crimes that took place during Mississippi Freedom Summer? 

The crimes were committed by the Ku Klux Klan as well as members of the 
Philadelphia sheriff’s department, including Cecil Price.  
• How did the Civil Rights Act change federal law? How did Freedom Summer change federal law? 

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed discrimination in public places, ending 
segregation. It also outlawed discrimination in hiring and gave the federal government 
more power in integrating schools. While Johnson did not support the MFDP at the 
Democratic convention, when he won the 1964 Election, he vowed to make a change. 
He said he would “eliminate every remaining obstacle to the right and opportunity to 
vote” and would pass the “goddamnedest toughest voting rights act.” This would lead 
to the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which would end the last legal hurdles to black legal 
equality.  
• Write down one memorable line from the reading that demonstrates the courage shown by black and white 

Americans in Mississippi in 1964. 
“I may be killed. You may be killed. The whole staff may go.” This was stated by 

the executive director of SNCC. The black and white workers of Freedom Summer 
knew that they might die. Sadly, three did. 

 
 
 



1965: The Fire of Freedom Burns: Selma 
• When did the tools used to prevent Selma’s residents from voting become illegal?  

The tools became illegal with the signing of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 on 
August 6th of that year. Additionally, the Supreme Court case Harper v. Virginia Board 
of Elections in 1966 made it clear that the 24th Amendment’s ban on poll taxes 
applied to the individual states. 
• Where did Bloody Sunday take place? 

Bloody Sunday took place in Selma. It started at the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
(across the Alabama River) and did not stop until the troopers had chased the marchers 
back to their church. 
• What happened in Selma in March of 1965? 

First there was “Bloody Sunday,” March 7, 1965, during which marchers were 
chased down and brutally beaten by police on horseback. Then, on the 9th, another 
march was planned, but stopped at the bridge because of a judge’s orders. Finally, on 
the 21st, thousands of marchers, led by King and Bunche and protected by the 
federalized national guard, started the five day walk to Montgomery, Alabama. 
• Why was the media so important to the Civil Rights Movement? Your answer needs to have at least one quote 

from either the film or the reading.  
The media was incredibly important to the Civil Rights Movement because it 

brought the attention of the entire nation onto the segregated South. People who 
thought that violence and lynchings were no longer perpetrated against blacks found 
out otherwise by viewing the body of Emmett Till or watching the marchers of Selma 
be beaten. When “ABC broke into its regular programming to air the blood-chilling 
news footage of Selma,” still more Americans realized how important the Civil Rights 
Act was and how important voting legislation would be.  
• Who were the people marching at Selma? 

The people marching included the leadership of the SCLC (King was not at the 
first march, but was at the second and third), the people of Selma, and thousands of 
others. For the successful march, this included blacks and whites from across the 
nation including famous actors like Marlon Brando and Paul Newman.  
• How do the events of at Selma foreshadow the eventual split between SNCC and the SCLC?  

The Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) had been actively 
working for voter registration in Selma after the Birmingham Church Bombing. The 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) turned its attention to Selma after an 
unsuccessful campaign in Florida. Selma’s Jim Clark would react to protest there in a 
way that was guaranteed to bring media attention. The SNCC volunteers resented the 
SCLCs push for conflict and relationship with the media. This difference of opinion 
foreshadows a future split.  
• Why is it ironic that the film the ABC interrupted to broadcast the images of Bloody Sunday was Judgment at 

Nuremberg? (This is a challenge question – try your best, please!)  
Judgment at Nuremberg was a film about the trials of Nazi criminals for their 

crimes committed during World War II including crimes against humanity against the 



Jew of Europe. Nazis segregated, persecuted, and killed the Jews of Europe. After the 
war, the United States held itself up to the world as a beacon of freedom and 
democracy in direct contrast to the Soviet Union. However, America’s treatment of its 
black population seemed to be eerily similar to the Nazis’ treatment of the Jews.  
 


